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Johnsons fearlessness.
[A.D. 1771
till they separated1; and at another time, when told of th danger there was that a gun might burst if charged wit many balls, he put in six or seven, and fired it off against wall. Mr. Langton told me, that when they were swimmin together near Oxford, he cautioned Dr. Johnson against pool, which was reckoned particularly dangerous; upo which Johnson directly swam into it. He told me himse! that one night he was attacked in the street by four men, t whom he would not yield, but kept them all at bay, till th watch came up, and carried both him and them to the rounc house2. In the play-house at Lichfield, as Mr. Garrick ir formed me, Johnson having for a moment quitted a chai which was placed for him between the side-scenes, a gentle man took possession of it, and when Johnson on his retur civilly demanded his seat, rudely refused to give it up ; upo which Johnson laid hold of it, and tossed him and the chai into the pit. Foote, who so successfully revived the ol comedy, by exhibiting living characters, had resolved t imitate Johnson on the stage, expecting great profits fror his ridicule of so celebrated a man. Johnson being informe of his intention, and being at dinner at Mr. Thomas Davies the bookseller, from whom I had the story, he asked M Davies 'what was the common price of an oak stick;' an being answered six-pence,' Why then, Sir, (said he,) give m leave to send your servant to purchase me a shilling oni I'll have a double quantity; for I am told Foote means t take me off, as he calls it, and I am determined the fello' shall not do it with impunity.' Davies took care to acquair Foote of this, which effectually checked the wantonness < the mimick3. Mr. Macpherson's menaces made Johnsc provide himself with the same implement of defence11; an
1  See Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. 18,1773.
2  See ante, i. 289, where Garrick humorously foretold the Rouni house for Johnson.
3  See ante, ii. 109.
4  ' It was,' writes Hawkins (Life, p. 491),' an oak-plant of a treme dous size; a plant, I say, and not a shoot or branch, for it had had root which, being trimmed to the size of a large orange, became tl
h;h fear the Lions; for you must know that his troubles were not about such things as these; his fear was about his acceptance at last.'
